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Out with the bad….

In with the good!

Old Dad Guzzler: Out With the Bad, In With the Good
By Debbie Miller Marschke

After many years of controversy and angst, the stars have aligned. On the weekend of October 4 -6, 2019,
the Old Dad Big Game Guzzler, located in the peaks of the Old Dad Mountains in the Mojave National Preserve,
was rehabilitated. This was achieved with the cooperative efforts of the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn
Sheep, the Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the National Park Service. This was a complicated endeavor,
not just because of all the parties involved, but also due to the elevation and terrain of this very important water
source. Everyone had agreed that the guzzler’s equipment had reached the end of it’s useful life, but how to
replace the tanks? There was only one way: A helicopter.
The Department of Fish and Wildlife has finally found another organization to replace Landells Aviation
and a pilot that has the skills and guts to do this dangerous work. Shasta Air, of Redding, California, has been
contracted to assist the DFW with their annual wildlife surveys and capture work. This fall, the DFW coordinated
with SCBS to use some of the flight hours working in Southern California to tackle the Old Dad project. A lot of
luck was needed as well, because even if the project was approved and scheduled, the East Mojave can experience
intense high winds in the fall. Although the project had a “green light”, there were a lot of things that could have
occurred to prevent the project from happening.
It was a beautiful fall weekend and the weather was terrific. Scott, Gibson, the project coordinator, had
rallied a team of hard working individuals who could handle the difficult hike to the guzzler, and those team
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players needed to be willing to experience the hike up to four days in a row. The Old Dad Mountains are
notoriously rugged. Terrific sheep country, but not so much for humans. The trail up the canyons to the guzzler
is steep, rugged, and lined with jagged rock. I came to know the “carnivorous limestone” personally as evidenced
upon on every limb of my body when the project was finished. My right calf looked as though I had leaned into
a cheese grater. In some areas, was difficult to find the trail, so Steve Marschke accented the route when he hiked
up with marking flags which was greatly appreciated by the volunteers. The guzzler is tucked high and deep on
the mountain, so as the trail ascends, false hopes of rounding the last bend can leave the hiker wondering just how
much farther one must go. It’s only a 1.5 mile hike, but it gains over 1000 of elevation and the route is not
maintained. It traverses narrow ledges and rocky chutes with large drop offs. Once the guzzler is reached near
the mountain tops, the system is constructed in an open bowl and there is plenty of room to work. Depending on
your hiking aptitude and the amount of weight you are carrying, the hike can take anywhere from 50 minutes to
2 hours. This is probably one of our most difficult sites to access; it takes your breath away not just because of
the terrain, but because the scenery is amazing.
Scott Gibson and crew backpacked in a lot of heavy equipment ahead of time, which included a generator
and tools. The advance crew deserves a lot of credit for preparing the work site. Friday morning, we had many
new SCBS volunteers join in and trek up the mountain. At the work site there were many crews tasked for
different parts of the project: the old drinker box needed to be removed, the water in the three old tanks needed
to be pumped out of the tanks, the old tanks needed to be prepared for removal, the old check dam needed to be
partially broken out, and new pipes needed to be plumbed.
Saturday was a big day because this was when Shasta Air was to arrive on scene. The three new tanks
were staged and waiting at camp near Kelbaker Road. Shasta Air airlifted the aluminum pipes to the guzzler, but
the real excitement came when the old tanks were removed. The volunteer crew was briefed by the DFW
employees and given safety instructions for working around the helicopter. Basically, when the helicopter
approached, all the work crews stopped what they were doing and scrambled back a safe distance. The DFW
crew attached cables to the old 2200 gallon tank, and everyone watched intently as the old tank slowly lifted off
the ground, and then was swept away to the heavens, disappearing over the mountain top. Shasta Air then returned
to the site with a brand new 3000 gallon tank, and with amazing precision set it down in the same spot the former
tank had occupied. Because there were canyon walls all around, the presence of the helicopter created gusts of
dusty wind and turbulence. This not only challenged the ground crews but created tricky conditions for the pilot,
Dave Everson. Everyone present was very impressed with the skills of the pilot, who was easily visible hanging
out of the side door of the cockpit. It reminded me of watching a cowboy riding a prize bull, it takes a lot of skill
and grit to handle a bucking airship in a narrow canyon while trying to “thread a needle” by using a drop cable to
handle the heaviest loads with accuracy. Each old tank was plucked form it’s
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platform and then the new tank was gingerly slid into it’s former location. The last old tank was harder to remove
than the first two. There were some tense minutes when the airship attempted to lift the last tank out. Everyone
present knew something was wrong, the line grew taut and the airship strained, but the tank did not move. The
pilot radioed that it was too heavy to move; perhaps there was still too much water leftover in the bottom of the
tank. Someone grabbed a saws-all and punched a hole in the side of the tank at the bottom – mud ! This was
tank #1 in the line up, so 40 years of silt had deposited on the bottom and it was a gloppy mess. Steve cut out a
trap door and attacked the mud by raking out as much as he could scrape. The airship returned and gave it a
second try, which was successful and the tank sailed off into the sunset.
Meanwhile, higher up in the canyon, progress continued in reconfiguring the old check dam and resetting
the intake pipes. The Old Dad Mountain proved to be a grizzled old man indeed, this rock was so hard that it
took the work crew a lot longer than anticipated to make headway. The generator was constantly running,
charging cordless batteries for the tools that were needed. This crew’s job was akin to hard rock mining, involving
digging, breaking up concrete, mixing cement, building something out of nothing using what was packed in or
what was available from the surrounding environment. The intake pipe was reconfigured, having a design change
from a 2 inch galvanized pipe system that wound its way down the canyon sides to a straight line 4 inch aluminum
pipe to the tanks. The supports for the collection pipe were repurposed from the old system. In typical SCBS
style, everyone displayed a terrific attitude and worked their butts off.
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After the new tanks had been successfully delivered, there was yet still more helicopter work to be done. The
new tanks were empty, so the helicopter crew switched to water delivery. First, a large temporary catch basin
was airlifted to the guzzler site to collect the air dropped water. Meanwhile, back at camp, the National Park
Service had sent a water tank truck for us. A soft sided “pumpkin” was staged, and water was pumped into the
pumpkin which looked almost like a kiddie pool. Then the airship came in with a basket that was dipped into to
reservoir and filled. The airship lifted off with it’s bucket of water, delivering it to the top of Old Dad. The
DFW crew worked with the airship to drop the bucket of water into the staged temporary tank. Then a gas
powered high pressure water pump was used with hose to pump the water to the guzzler. There was always
someone posted atop the tanks, manning the hose, until we had filled all three tanks to a total of 7000 gallons!

To sum it up, I witnessed an impressive group achieve monumental things. It is remarkable how much work
can be accomplished when the people involved are focused on the same goal, stubborn as mules, and giving of
themselves 110%. This team accomplished amazing things in a harsh environment. We also enjoyed top notch
support at camp. The Preserve delivered a porta-potty for us to use. Bob Keeran and his son-in-law John Maley
set up an elaborate camp kitchen and cooked for the entire crew for 4 days. The food was excellent which made
“home-base” truly a home for the weary volunteers. We were not able to completely finish the project, so
another crew will need to return to the guzzler to complete the installation of the collection pipe. I am proud to
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say that the guzzler was in working order when we walked away on Sunday afternoon. With the water that was
airlifted in, there should be an abundant supply available while we finish up the collection system. As utility
companies say, “there was no interruption of service” to the animals that depend on this system. It is important
to finish the job as soon as practicable this winter, so if you can help out please contact Scott Gibson.
The volunteer crew: Scott Gibson, Shawn Alger, Fernando Diaz, Michael Graeber (videographer), Monte
Hammer, David Hawxhurst, Robert Keeran, George Kerr, John Maley, Steve Marschke, Debbie Miller
Marschke, Jamez Miura, Jaron Miura, David M’Greene, Saul Opie, Andres Reutman, Philip Spinks, Zach
Thomas, Don Uhler, John Voght. (if I missed anyone, I apologize! A lot was going on that weekend!) Also NPS
Matt Bristol, and from DFW: Paige Prentice, Rick Ianniello, Ashley Evans, & Lily Harrison.

A Note of Thanks by Page Prentice
A huge thank you to everyone that came out and helped with the Old Dad Peak drinker rebuild
this weekend! The passion, hard-work, and grit that you all brought to the mountain is a huge part of
why I love my job. I thoroughly enjoyed getting to work with each of you and I really can’t thank you
enough.
And how about the food?! A MIGHTY thank you to Bob for bringing fine dining to the desert
and for keeping us full and happy! Thank you John for all your help as well. And Bob, please pass
along a huge thanks to your wife—the salads were delicious!
This project was a huge endeavor and I think we did a fantastic job with the time that we had.
The three new tanks add an additional 3,000 gallons of capacity to this system. With the amount of
water the was already up there combined with what we were able to fly up, there are now 7,000
gallons of water at Old Dad Peak—that’s 1,000 gallons more than was ever able to be there before!
There’s still some work that needs to get done to finish connecting the inlet pipe to the tanks so
once we finalize the details and time lines we’ll be sure to reach out if additional hands are needed.
In the meantime, I encourage those of you that are interested in helping with future drinker projects
(and not already involved) to visit SCBS’ website: https://sheepsociety.com/. You are also welcome to
email me and I can keep you on our email list for future projects/events that may need additional
helping hands.
Thank you so much!

In honor of Dick Weaver, the desert bighorn
legend and the man responsible for first
building the Old Dad drinker in 1975—let’s all
keep doing what’s best for the sheep.
Cheers,
Paige
Prentice
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Old Dad Guzzler Replacement
Project Report October 3rd to
October 6th, 2019
Designation: SB10 Big Game Guzzler
Description: Old Dad Guzzler originally consisted of (3) 2000-gallon polyethylene tanks, rain collection
dam and pipe. The guzzler is located in a steep canyon near the summit of the Old Dad Mountains.
Location is “Wilderness”, within the Mojave National Preserve in San Bernardino County California.

Project Scope: Replace the existing tanks with (3) 3000-gallon tanks. Replace the existing 2” rain
collection pipe with new 4” aluminum pipe. Increase the size of the rain collection dam and replace the old
steel drinker box with a new Stainless Steel drinker box and float system.

Timeline: September 27th, 1975: The Old Dad Guzzler was originally constructed. Early 1990’s: The
tanks were replaced after a botulism outbreak. April 29th to May 1st, 2019: SCBS, CAWSF, CDFW and NPS
collaborated to haul water via helicopter. May 14, 2019: SCBS and CDFW isolated and pumped water from
leaking tank #3 to tanks #1 & #2. September 29, 2019: SCBS pre-positioned generator and tools at work site
October 3rd to October 6th, 2019: SCBS, CAWSF, BHA, “Explorers of the Mojave Desert”, CDFW and NPS
collaborated to replace tanks, rebuild dam and water collection piping. Approximately 4000-gallons of water
were also hauled in to the new Old Dad tanks leaving 7000 total gallons of water available for sheep.
Work Remaining: Estimate 2-days with (4) volunteers
1. Complete 4” Pipe Run to tanks: Install supports, add (2) 22* bends and 4” entry to tank #1
2. Complete 4” bypass between tanks: 4” hole saw and aluminum pipe
3. Complete 4” overflow: (2) 90* ELLS and 4” Aluminum
4. Collection Screen: fabricate 4’L x 4”D aluminum collection screen
5. Flexible/Expansion Coupling: install 4” Stainless expansion/flex coupling between dam and pipe
6. Seal Drinker Box: Install “all-thread” to pull drinker box together so bees can’t get in float area.
7. Stage tools: weather tight metal box needs to be staged at tanks with minimum tools to make
repairs, open drinker box, etc.

by Scott Gibson, project coordinator
scottygibson@gmail.com 909-210-0548 (texts encouraged)

EMAIL : If you would like to have the Newsletter sent by e-mail let Bob Burke know at
cameracoordinator@sheepsociety.com ( not only does this save postage and paper, it’s in color). You can still
get a paper copy via regular mail.
WEBSITE : Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep is on-line ~
sheepsociety.com
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Some thoughts and ideas on the new style guzzler “the Rain Catcher”
By design there are significant differences from the old style guzzler and the new one. The new
design is a purpose built wildlife water source as opposed to the old-style which is essentially an
agricultural design. The rain catcher system is designed to fit properly on a flatbed truck or airlifted by
helicopter in a proper manner. It is also by intent a low maintenance system that will not suffer freeze
damage during the winter. All in all it's been a great success with many examples installed throughout
the Southwest. While there is a long list of successful design elements in the rain catcher system in this
discussion I want to focus on its overall integration into the environment. This of course encompasses
a wide range of topics. One could cover the placement in the habitat, soil conditions necessary for
installation, orientation to the sun and so on. The focus of these thoughts will be on the microscopic
environment and other health benefits and differences between the old and new system. This
discussion will be largely speculative and descriptive with many unanswered questions.
Like so many things in the natural environment it’s hard to know where to start. In this case we
will start at the water collection system. The old agricultural system that consists of a tank and float
valve systems usually relied on a small dam to backup water in a Canyon or ravine then it directed that
water by a pipe to a series of tanks. The new system has what is referred to as a rain mat. This rain
mat consists of a heavy gauge rubber that is approximately 30’ x 100’. The difference between these
two systems are significant. The old system would only collect water when there was sufficient rain to
have run off. Due to the absorbent quality of most terrain this required a large amount of rain in a short
period of time. It also meant that the tanks were filled relatively quickly when they were filled. With water
that was from a turbulent flow, thus this water was somewhat opaque when first collected. The new
system will put water into the newer tanks even with slightest amount of rain or in a rapid manner
depending on the type of rain. So one of the differences that one could consider between the old and
new system is that the old system may have provided some useful minerals derived from the strata that
the rain has run off from.
So now let’s take a look at the two different types of holding tanks and their effect on the overall
type of water these systems system deliver. The old tanks collected water that was somewhat opaque
and held this water in almost complete darkness. From years of experience I can tell you that little if
any algae grew in these tanks and after the water had settled it was clear enough to see the bottom of
the tank. The old tanks of course were above ground and this meant they were subject to variation in
temperature. These are most notably seasonal temperature changes. These above ground tanks would
get very cold during the winter and during the summer would probably reach temperatures above 90°F.
No doubt this has some affect on the microbiology in these tanks. The environment of the newer tanks
is quite different the runoff they collect has no contact with rocks soil or sand. The runoff they collect is
relatively pure water with the exception that it contains some sheep droppings from sheep walking on
the rain mat. No doubt most of the sheep droppings are sterile from their exposure to sunlight and dry
air. Without a doubt there are times when fresh droppings are washed into the tank by rainwater. With
these fresh droppings there is a representative population of the intestinal microenvironment of the
sheep that produced them. What portion of these microscopic life forms can live in the new style tank I
believe is currently unknown. Another thing to consider the sterile dry pellets on the rain mat will break
down and eventually add some of their biomass of half digested vegetable matter to the underground
tank environment. Here they will find an environment that is dark but not completely dark and is
temperature stable. The portion of the water that is exposed to sunlight rarely if ever has direct sunlight
on it due to the artificial rock designed to provide shade and thus reduce algae growth and evaporation.
However this allows enough sunlight for a small amount of algae to grow sometimes along the water’s
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edge. The fact that these tanks are buried underground allows them to have a very stable thermal
environment. Just what the temperature is and whether or not there is a thermocline I don’t know, but I
think it is worth investigating. All these things make for two very different microbial environments in
these tank systems.
Now let’s consider the way the animals access or drink the water and the effect of this in the two
different microbial environments of these tank systems and ultimately the type and quality of water they
deliver.
First let’s consider the end results of the old agricultural style guzzler. When the sheep would
drink from what is known as the drinker box it would added it’s saliva to what could best be described
as a dead bee soup. As far as I know all of these drinker boxes ended up with hundreds if not thousands
of dead bees rotting away in this small volume of water. Of course the new drinker system also attracts
bees but far fewer die in that water. When the sheep would take a drink from the drinker box it would
lower the water level enough that the float valve would allow the water under pressure from the tanks
to enter and refill the drinker box with water filled with whatever mineral nutrients came off the land.
Depending on the season this water may be very cold or very warm. So it is these drinker boxes had
their own very active microscopic environment that is separate from the tanks, “the water storage”. The
effects of this is unknown except to say that I have never heard of any negative or catastrophic situation
derived from this source. Just what effect it had in the internal biology of the bighorn sheep that drink
from it is also unknown. Though it could affect fertility the choice of plants used for food, or perhaps
quality of winter coat and so on. All of these could swing 10 or 20% to the positive or negative and we
would never know it, given the state of our understanding.
Now let’s discuss the situation with the new style guzzler, “the rain catcher”. Of course like the old
agricultural system when the sheep drinks the water it delivers a certain amount of it’s saliva to that
water. In the new rain catcher system however whatever microorganisms that are delivered to the
drinking water from this saliva can access the entire water storage system. The water in this system is
different in that it doesn’t have any the minerals that the old agricultural system might have had but it
does have the biomass from the few sheep pellets that wash into it from the rain mat. In effect it has a
micro biological exposure from both ends of the sheep. Delivered into a temperature stable environment
with a limited exposure to sunlight all this in a way that can affect the entire water storage.
While there are many questions that need to be answered about the rain catcher system it is
vastly superior to the old agricultural system such that nobody that knows these two systems would
ever think of going back to the tank and float valve system. Indeed I believe that the rain catcher system
has attributes that are yet to be recognized utilized and explored. At first I thought the introduction of
fecal matter into the drinking water would been categorically a bad thing, however modern science is
showing otherwise. Indeed there are medical procedures even done on humans where fecal matter is
transferred from one person to another to cure diseases. The microscopic population in the intestinal
system is complex with thousands of different microbes that can determine the overall health of the
person or animal that they live in. We have in the rain catcher system something that we can conduct
experiments with and gain knowledge.
Here are a few ideas that might be considered. One of the unique elements of the rain catcher
design is it is usually installed in pairs. This allows a very unique situation where you can have a sideby-side comparison of the drinking habits and preferences of the desert bighorn sheep. For instance if
we divided the rain mat and fenced off one of them the sheep could stand on one and not the other. So
one tank would be free of fecal matter and the other would have it. In all likelihood the sheep would be
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able to smell and taste the difference between these two different water sources. The use of trail
cameras and satellite telemetry would leave no guesswork as to their preference if they had one. We
can also test the water and see what the difference is, if any, in the microscopic environment.
Another possible side-by-side experiment that could be done is to have one side unfenced
allowing for fecal matter to enter the system. Then fence in the other rain catcher and add commercially
available minerals formulated for sheep and goats which usually has selenium and copper in them.
Another possible experiment to consider is that many swimming pools these days use salt to stop algae
growth as opposed to chlorine. So it may be possible to come up with a recipe of salts and minerals
that will sterilize or mitigate the fecal matter issue all the while providing valuable mineral to that sheep
population. There are places where sheep are already drinking from swimming pools the effects of this
type of water should be looked into. Even with a fenced rain mat some fecal matter may still get into
the system because the animals drink their water on a ramp that will allow from time to time some fecal
matter to get into the water. With such an experiment we can see the effects the water with or without
minerals and with or without fecal matter had on the desert bighorn sheep’s preferences and well-being.
This would give us greater insight into the preferences and benefits of natural water sources. And
perhaps shed some light on the survival and distribution of various meta-populations.
One of the possible outcomes of these experiments is utilizing the rain catcher system in places
that seem to have plenty of water but not the kind of water the rain catcher system can provide. Sheep
populations that live in habitat that have clean cold running streams and crystal-clear springs may lack
the minerals and microbiology that the rain catcher system can provide. Another thing to consider is
the fact that the rain catcher has a growing popularity and is installed to benefit other species so the
knowledge acquired about the microscopic environment that the rain catcher provides to desert bighorn
sheep could be of enormous benefit to other species. While much of this is speculative and unknown
we have the ability to acquire this knowledge, and knowledge is power. By Carlos Gallinger,
thewayofthings.org

Hanson Quarry
Bob Burke reported on November 6, 2019 that 4000 gallons of water was hauled to Hanson Quarry by Bob and
the Newberry crew. Thanks, guys, for keeping on top of things out there.

Member Mike Morgan had a motorcycle accident and severely fractured his leg when he was chased by a dog
near his house in Phelan. He has a long road of rehab ahead. John Voght suffered a nasty fall and contusion at
the Old Dad project, but he’s going to be okay. Wishing you both a speedy recovery!
Member John Kuzma passed away on August 15, 2019.
Member Fred Thomas passed away on April 3, 2019.

New Project Announcement – “Acacia” build on Twentynine Palms
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Marine Base in January - RSVP by December 11!
Attention all SCBS Members and Volunteers, It's time for another water development project! We
have had this one planned for last season but the schedule didn't come together. Now it's time!
Marine Base access has been scheduled for Jan 3 through Jan 6, 2020. They are suspending training
operations just for this project. That’s a big deal! You may show up in camp anytime on Thursday Jan
2. Camp is a dry camp so bring all of your own gear and water to be self-sufficient. We have a tentative
commitment from a volunteer to cook, so that should reduce your individual burden. As soon as the
plan is confirmed, we will let you know which meals will be provided.
For the project days we will have to caravan into the site under escort from Natural Resources and
base security. You can come for some or all of the days, but it is tough to accommodate any smaller
increment than a whole day. If you aren't in camp when the caravan departs, you will not have a chance
to catch up so plan accordingly. It is also unlikely that you will be allowed to leave the project early. The
project site is approximately 25 miles from camp by "main service roads" then another 1 mile up a dry
wash. You will need 4x4 or plan to ride pool from camp. The trail is not particularly difficult but will
have some loose coarse sand; very little rock or boulders, and no severe ditches or steep
climbs. Nevertheless, ride pooling is strongly encouraged to minimize the parking snafu at the project
site.
Although we are camping at the same site that we used in 2018 for the Creosote project, I am not
enclosing the map until you RSVP. We must have RSVP from everyone so that each person can be
vetted by Homeland Security. You will have to send your full name and Date of Birth. If you are
expecting to drive your personal vehicle onto the base (that is beyond the camp,) you also need to send
year, make, model, color and license number. You don't need to send your vehicle info if you are going
to ride pool to the project.
At this time we need to get a headcount for the food and also for the ride pools. Please let us know
which days you plan on attending, if you need a ride from camp, or if you have extra seats. Like our
previous projects, you should bring drinks, snacks, water, hat, sunscreen, work gloves and other
personal gear. SCBS will provide all of the necessary tools and materials. This is your chance to get
out and enjoy the desert, get some exercise, help wildlife (not just bighorn sheep) and also to see a
unique portion of the Mojave that very few people outside of the Marine Corps ever get to enjoy.
Please RSVP (with your info) to John Roy no later than December 11, 2019. If you are not sure
you can come, RSVP as a “maybe” because you have to pass the security check before the
end of this year. The Marine Base needs to get everyone through the Homeland Security
check system before the holiday break, which means no last minute sign ups.
Email or call John or Linda Roy (email preferred,) johnandlindaroy@yahoo.com or
1-562-697-7232
Thanks, Steve Marschke, SCBS President
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Mojave National Preserve News Release
Release Date: August 22, 2019
Contact: Todd Suess, Mojave National Preserve, (760) 252-6103

Finding of No Significant Impact for a Management Plan for Developed Water Sources, Mojave
National Preserve
BARSTOW—The National Park Service has approved a Management Plan for Developed Water
Sources in Mojave National Preserve (Plan). The decision was recorded through the approval of a
Finding of No Significant Impact.
The NPS selected the preferred alternative of the Plan, which will maintain essential wildlife water
developments in wilderness and install new water developments outside of wilderness to improve
regional habitat connectivity. The number of water developments for desert bighorn sheep will
increase from six to eleven during a multi-year transition period. Based on the results of water use
analysis, some of these water developments could be consolidated.
Key points include:
· The NPS will work collaboratively with the California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW) and
stakeholders to ensure all decisions regarding water developments are consistent, to the extent possible,
with the CDFW Bighorn Sheep Management Plan.
· Selected water developments for birds and small game outside of wilderness will be evaluated and
maintained according to their ecological importance.
· Developed springs will be evaluated and maintained based on feasibility and importance.

The selected alternative utilizes water developments for supporting native wildlife and habitat
connectivity while protecting wilderness values. Relocating water developments for bighorn sheep to
areas with easier access will facilitate their maintenance.
-National Park Service

Mystery in the Mojave – Burros slain
Federal authorities are investigating the shooting of more than 40 burros that have been found illegally shot in
San Bernardino county this summer between the areas of Halloran Springs, CA and Primm, NV. The posted
reward has risen to over $60,000.00 for information to solve the crime.
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Bear Claws Water Haul Successful
By Steve Marschke
Saturday, August 3, 2019 Eleven hardy volunteers braved the heat. We had 8 vehicles with 4
persons carpooling. Special thanks to Jeff and Jenny for going out of their way to pick up Big Red
and for bringing their own pump and hoses. Thanks to Scott Gibson for arranging access to the 29
Palms water district tank filling station. I heard that it cost only 1 cent per gallon. We hauled 2300
gallons so $23 is pretty cheap. Too bad we can't get fuel for anywhere near that price! Dino, Joe and
I were a bit late as we stopped at Terry Anderson's house to pick up a tank for Dino's truck (and
maybe because I set my alarm for 4 am?)
We were off in a caravan with full tank just before 8 am. We passed by the monument to Rod
Nystrum. I am sorry I don't quite remember the details, if anyone knows write a few sentences for the
next newsletter. It was about 9:45 when we arrived at the temporary tank and found that Andrew
Pontius's truck sitting but no Andrew in sight. We figured he was off scouting or headed up to the
original system to check it out.
The temporary tank was nearly dry - just enough to grow algae sludge on the bottom but not
enough to keep the drinker box wet. We pumped all we had and it just filled up the tank Dino and
Joe burped it and squeezed a few extra gallons in and that also straightened up the sagging top. Joe
used his parasol to protect his fair Victorian complexion. He swears by it and it was a lot easier to
manage than an Easy-up (proven as we actually has 2 easy-ups along and neither got set up.)
Frank provided an ice cold watermelon that he sliced for us all. We were ready to leave and
getting a bit worried that Andrew had not arrived back at the trucks. Nobody wanted to leave him
behind in the heat but no one was worried enough to go looking either. We weren't quite sure exactly
what time he arrived or where he was headed. Fortunately before we had to make a tough decision
he showed up. He and his girlfriend had been up to the original system and were checking it out as
much as possible to ascertain if there had been any mechanical trouble. He thought that there was
quite a bit of sign and maybe the sheep just drank all of the water quickly. (The satellite system
showed a 2 foot drop since the end of May.) It was a bit tough to diagnose thoroughly as it was
dry. Hiking was difficult in the heat. As it was, we filled the temporary tank right to the very top and
we had the small tank in Andrew Pontius's truck untouched. He and Scott and John Maley headed
off behind the Sheephole pass radio tower to dump it into a quail guzzler. Last we saw they were
making a Keystone cops U turn on the highway - I hope they found it. ~ Steve
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2019 SCBS Board of Directors
Terry Anderson
Tony Cimarusti
Jeff Crouse
Scott Gibson
Stevan Hart
Jennifer Hinojosa
Mark LeCompte
Norm Lopez

760-408-7118
714-538-7708
760-680-9819
909-210-0548
714-323-4843
760-246-3115
661-904-3408
805-431-2824

Steve Marschke
John Maney
Mike Morgan
John Nelson
George Sutton
Glenn Sudmeier
Gary Thomas
Dave Smith

310-543-1862
714-269-9028
760-249-5632
661-713-5983
714-870-6301
760-389-2498
951-206-6410
760-617-3291

Monthly Meeting
The SCBS Board of Directors meets at about 6:00 p.m. on the 2 nd Tuesday of each month in the conference
room at Bass Pro Shops, 7777 Victoria Gardens Lane, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730. You are invited to
attend any and all board meetings, to bring a friend, to visit, and, hopefully, to participate.

Donations always welcomed!
Thank you, Joe Priess, for donating a 100 foot 10 gauge Electrical cord.
Thank you to Steve Mitchell for donating a heavy duty tow rope.

About History, and Change
We hear a lot about climate change and global warming. One side will argue that climate change is
simply a natural cycle of the earth’s life. Others emphatically champion green energy, declaring that humans
have created a huge carbon imprint that has unnaturally tipped the scales. It really does not matter which camp
you pitch your tent in, the results for the animals are the same. There is less water available and less acreage to
forage upon.
The United States was once populated by Native Americans who had a better understanding of our lands
and the importance of stewardship. We can still find their petroglyphs pecked into the rocks, especially around
water sources. They were there. Native Americans were servicing the natural springs and keeping them flowing
by clearing the brush and burning it back if necessary. Now, this is considered environmental vandalism and
punishable by Federal Law. Now “protected” by the government, many springs simply get choked out and stop
flowing.
Another unnatural change occurred when the West was settled. The first lands that were staked out and
fenced were the lands at or near springs. Settlers and Native Americans clashed over the access to the choice
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lands and water. Now that we’ve tamed the West, we’ve changed everything. Fences have been placed and
roads have been paved, permanently changing the environment. The vast open lands are now fragmented;
mountains are islands above the fray of “civilization”. The wildlife has had no choice but to adapt, but their
potential resources continue to dwindle.
As a wildlife volunteer, I can do something about this. Projects with SCBS facilitate real solutions in a
world of problems. I used to donate money to other pro-wildlife organizations, but I had no idea if my money
made a difference, or where it went. Now I donate my time, and without a doubt, I am certain my time spent
made a real difference because of my efforts. It is always a bonus getting out there in the desert because I am
invariably rewarded with something special; albeit discovering a new bug, a rare bird sighting, or a fantastic
starry night. I often think about the guzzlers that I have helped install, and the fact that these wildlife drinkers
will probably still be supplying life giving water to the critters I love when I die. That’s something to be happy
about, so I’m just going to keep doing it.
~ Debbie Miller Marschke

Photo from the wildlife camera at Marvin Wood Guzzler in the Clipper Mountains. This is the reason why
we do the things we do. Although Bighorn Sheep can be elusive and not frequently seen, we need to keep the
faith that our work is providing a priceless benefit for sheep and all other wildlife that inhabits the desert. A
picture speaks volumes, testifying that we all can be proud to be part of the SCBS team. We make a
difference !
(photo provided by Terry Anderson).
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THE SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
A California Non-Profit Organization is looking for:
Sportsmen and Conservationists who are concerned about our California Desert Bighorn sheep and who are willing to get involved to
make a difference. Be a part of history with our program to put bighorn sheep back in their historical ranges. The Society works with
the California Department of Fish and Game and the Bureau of Land Management in programs such as: sheep transplanting and
propagation; habitat improvement; wildlife census; research and development; and many more. If this sounds exciting and fulfilling to
you, then fill out the following application and join the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep today! Check our website at:

www.desertbighorn.org
**************************************************************************************

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
Attn: SCBS Membership Chairman John Nelson
24925 Chicory Ct.
Stevenson Ranch, CA 91381
Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ______________
Phone: (H) _________________________

(W) _____________________________

E-Mail Address (Optional): _______________________________________________
Make checks payable to: SCBS
Annual ………………$35.00/Year New _____ Renewal _____
Student (Full Time). $20.00/Year New _____
Life ………………….$300.00

New _____

Renewal _____
___option:3 Qtrly Pmt of ($100.00)

Corporate ………….$1000.00/Year
Enclosed is my Tax Deductible check for $_______ which includes my contribution of $________ to help you
support desert wildlife.
Please send me information on the Society’s desert water projects. Yes ___ No ____
Where did you hear about SCBS? __________________________________________
SCBS Sponsor: _________________________________________________________
************************************************************************
Application Received: ______
Funding Received: _______
Voted In: ______

Member Card Sent: ______
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Photo by Jerry DuPree
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